Mooring Working Group Agenda
June 2026
5:30 – 6:00 p.m.
· Introductions of Members, name, location, experience related to this working group
· Christl Theriault to provide some history of the issue and goals for this group. 
· Expectations of the Representatives
· Expectations of Public Listening
· Review Resolve language and deadlines
· Problem Statement to get the conversation started: we are trying to protect the public trust doctrine by identifying and reducing what effectively amounts to privatization of surface water use.
Title 38 §1841. Declaration of policy
Maine's great ponds are an important element of the State's economy and traditional way of life. Their abundance and relatively highwater quality are precious resources in light of the growing inadequacy of water supplies and the deterioration of natural settings and habitat in many other states. The use of great ponds as a source for drinking water, recreation and power production is vital to the State.   [PL 1991, c. 838, §26 (NEW).]
To protect the public trust, the State's great ponds must be protected from degradation. They must be managed according to watershed boundaries, while a diversity of lake setting types within each region of the State is maintained. Potable water from the State's great ponds should require minimal treatment.   [PL 1991, c. 838, §26 (NEW).]
A primary goal of the protection of the State's great ponds is to ensure that consistent land use management policies and regulations are applied throughout the direct watershed of each great pond.   [PL 1991, c. 838, §26 (NEW).]
The State's goals in managing the surface uses of great ponds are to avoid or minimize conflicts among recreational users, energy producers, shoreland owners and other users; maintain traditional water-dependent businesses; and ensure that the intensity of use allowed on a great pond is in keeping with its capacity to accommodate that use.   [PL 1991, c. 838, §26 (NEW).]  SECTION HISTORY PL 1991, c. 838, §26 (NEW).

6:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. (possibly 7:00 p.m.) 

· Google Earth presentation with various Scenarios to Illustrate Challenges [Tim Thurston/Jason Luce 20 minutes & 10 min for Q/A]
· Waterbodies with more than one town 
· Marinas with docks and moorings
· Condos or owners with deeded access to one shared lot
· Children’s camp
· Town swim area
· Public Launch 
6:30 p.m. – 7:05 p.m. (if there is time)
· Quick Review of Historical Documentation that was sent out for review prior to first meeting:
· Maine Principles of Ownership Along Waterbodies
· 1987 Harbor Master Authority Study by BPL
· 1989 Special Commission on Boating
· Review Current Title 38 Statute
· Q-A Current Law on Waters State Authority
7:05 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
· Set all meeting dates/times/locations
· Prompt members to develop a question to come back with at the next meeting related to the presentation. 
· Time for the public to provide comments
